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HOUSE BI LL 1771

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives MDernott, N xon, Tom Santos, Sinpson, Chase,
Qual | and Kenney

Read first tine 02/ 04/ 2005. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to school neal prograns; anendi ng RCW 28A. 235. 160;
and anending 2004 ¢ 54 s 1 (uncodified).

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW28A 235.160 and 2004 c¢c 54 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) For the purposes of this section:

(a) "Free or reduced-price lunch" neans a |l unch served by a school
district participating in the national school Ilunch program to a
student qualifying for national school |unch program benefits based on
famly size-inconme criteria.

(b) "School Ilunch progrant neans a neal program neeting the
requi renents defined by the superintendent of public instruction under
subsection ((4y)) (2)(b) of this section.

(c) "School breakfast progran neans a program neeting federal
requi renents defined in 42 U S.C_ Sec. 1773.

(d) "Severe-need school" neans a school that qualifies for a
severe-need school reinbursenent rate from federal funds for schoo
breakfasts served to children fromlowincone fanmlies.
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(e) "Sumrer food service progranf neans a neal or snack program
nmeeting the requirenents defined by the superintendent of public
i nstruction under subsection ((£5))) (4) of this section.

(2) School districts shall inplenent a school |unch programin each
public school in the district in which educational services are
provided to children in any of the grades kindergarten through four and
in which twenty-five percent or nore of the enrolled students qualify
for a free or reduced-price lunch. 1In developing and inplenenting its
school lunch program each school district may consult wth an advisory
coommittee including school staff, comunity nenbers, and others
appoi nted by the board of directors of the district.

((3))) (a) Applications to determ ne free or reduced-price |unch
eligibility shall be distributed and collected for all househol ds of
children in schools containing any of the grades kindergarten through
four and in which there are no United States departnent of agriculture
child nutrition prograns. The applications that are collected nust be
reviewed to determne eligibility for free or reduced-price |unches.
Nothing in this section shall be construed to require conpletion or
subm ssion of the application by a parent or guardi an.

((4y)) (b) Using the nost current available school data on free
and reduced-price lunch eligibility, the superintendent of public
instruction shall adopt a schedule for inplenentation of school [unch
prograns at each school required to offer such a program under
subsection (2) of this section as foll ows:

((&&)y)) () Schools not offering a school lunch program and in
whi ch twenty-five percent or nore of the enrolled students are eligible
for free or reduced-price lunch shall inplenment a school |unch program
not |ater than the second day of school in the 2005-06 school year and
i n each school year thereafter

((&b)y)) (i) The superintendent shall establish m ni mum standards
defining the lunch neals to be served, and such standards nust be
sufficient to qualify the neals for any available federal
rei mbur senent .

((£ey)) (@ii) Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to
prevent a school frominplenenting a school |unch programearlier than
the school is required to do so.

((65))) (3) Each school district shall inplenent a school breakfast
program in each school where nore than forty percent of students
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eligible to participate in the school lunch programaqualify for free or
reduced-price neal reinbursenent by the school year 2005-06. For the
second vyear before the inplenentation of the district's school
breakfast program and for each subsequent school year, each school

district shall submt data enabling the superintendent of public
instruction to determ ne which schools within the district will qualify
for this requirenment. School s where lunch progranms start after the

2003-04 school year, where forty percent of students qualify for free
or reduced-price neals, nust begin school breakfast prograns the second
year followng the start of a lunch program

(4) Each school district shall inplement a summer food service
programin each public school in the district in which a sunmer program
of academ c, enrichnent, or renedial services is provided and in which
fifty percent or nore of the children enrolled in the school qualify
for free or reduced-price lunch. However, the superintendent of public
instruction shall develop rules establishing criteria to permt an
exenption for a school that can denonstrate availability of an adequate
alternative summer feeding program Sites providing neals should be
open to all children in the area, unless a conpelling case can be nade
to limt access to the program The superintendent of public
instruction shall adopt a definition of conpelling case and a schedul e
for inplenmentation as foll ows:

(a) Beginning the sunmer of 2005 if the school currently offers a
school breakfast or |unch program or

(b) Beginning the sumrer follow ng the school year during which a
school inplenents a school Ilunch program under subsection ((4)))
(2)(b) of this section.

((66))) (5) Schools not offering a breakfast or |unch program may
nmeet the meal service requirenments of subsections (2)(b) and (4) ((and
£5))) of this section through any of the foll ow ng:

(a) Preparing the neals on-site;

(b) Receiving the nmeals from another school that participates in a
United States departnent of agriculture child nutrition program or

(c) Contracting with a nonschool entity that is a |licensed food
servi ce establishnment under RCW 69. 07.010.

((6H)) (B) Requirenents that school districts have a school |unch_
breakfast, or summer nutrition program under this section shall not
create or inply any state funding obligation for these costs. The

p. 3 HB 1771



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e e o
A WO N O

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

| egi slature does not intend to include these prograns wthin the
state's obligation for basic education funding under Article I X of the
state Constitution.

((68))) (7) The requirenments in this section shall lapse if the
federal reinbursenent for any school breakfasts, |unches, or sumrer
food service progranms is elimnated.

((69)Y)) (8) School districts may be exenpted fromthe requirenents
of this section by show ng good cause why they cannot conply wth the
of fice of the superintendent of public instruction to the extent that
such exenption is not in conflict with federal or state |aw The
process and criteria by which school districts are exenpted shall be
devel oped by the office of the superintendent of public instruction in
consultation with representatives of school directors, school food
service, comunity-based organi zations and the Washi ngton state PTA.

Sec. 2. 2004 c 54 s 1 (uncodified) is anmended to read as foll ows:

The | egislature recognizes that hunger and food insecurity are
serious problens in the state. Since the United States departnent of
agriculture began to collect data on hunger and food insecurity in
1995, Washi ngton has been ranked each year wwthin the top ((#we)) ten
states wth the highest |evels of hunger. A significant nunber of
t hese househol ds classified as hungry are famlies wth children.

The legislature recognizes the «correlation between adequate
nutrition and a child s devel opnent and school performance. Thi s
probl em can be greatly dimnished through inproved access to federa
nutrition prograns.

The legislature also recognizes that inproved access to federa
nutrition and assistance prograns, such as the federal food stanp
program and child nutrition prograns, can be a critical factor in
enabling recipients to gain the ability to support thenselves and their
famlies. This is an inportant step towards self-sufficiency and
decreased long-termreliance on governnental assistance and wll serve
to strengthen famlies in this state.

~-- END ---
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